Isoelectric properties of the soluble matrices in relation to the chemical composition of some Scleractinian skeletons.
Soluble matrices of four Scleractinian skeletons (Madrepora, Favia, Leptastrea and Fungia), were extracted and studied by isoelectric focusing (IEF). The main part of the extracted matrices is acidic. IEF gels are poorly stained or unstained by Coomassie Blue and silver. The positive Alcian Blue staining is indicative of a sulfated and acidic nature of the glycoproteins. Chemical analysis shows high S contents in Scleractinian skeletons. These results are supported by the comparison with IEF and chemical contents of Molluscan shells.